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has therefore, been inferred that Kannada had a literature
at least a few centuries before the composition of this work.
One of the prose authors mentioned therein is Durvinita,
who is identified with the Ganga king of that name, of
c. 600 A. D., who is known to have been a versatile scholar
and a gifted author from the epigraphs. A few other works
like 'Cudamani*, said to be a great commentary in
Kannada containing 96,000 verses on Jaina philosophical
work entitled * Tatvarthamahasastra- and written by
Tumbaluracarya (c. 700 A.D.), have been traced to a period
much earlier than ' Kavirajamarga.' As regards the
Cudamani alone, R. Narasimhacarya, says, " This
voluminous work of the 7th cent, presupposes the existence
of an earlier literature and a widespread cultivation of the
language ".l Inscriptions in Kannada, containing literary
passages, continue to be on. the increase from 500 A. D.
The valuable find of the oldest Kannada inscription at
Halmidi (in Mysore State), of c. 450 A. D., has thrown a
flood of light on the beginnings of Kannada literature.
The style of this inscription, showing the established
influence of Sanskrit on Kannada and containing certain
forms of pre-Halagannada stage is interpreted to indicate
that Kannada language and literature had developed some
centuries since and reached a certain standard of expression.1
Another inscription of about 500 A. D. consists of a
metrical passage in Kannada, very probably the first stanza

1 R. Narsimhacarya : History of Kannada Literature,
P*5.
* M. H, Krsna: Atyanta Pradna Kannada Sasaoa
(Prabuddha Kan?ataka, Vol. XX, No. 3, p. 38).